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’ INTRODUCTION

Polyoxometalates (POMs) are transition-metal oxide na-
noclusters (usually of V, W, and Mo in their high oxidation
states) that provide an exceptional variety of structural motifs
from solution-based approaches in aqueous media. The manifold
potential POM applications arising from their infinite number of
molecular architectures are now widely investigated, e.g., in the
fields of medicine, catalysis, water splitting, imaging techniques,
multifunctional materials, or bio- and nanotechnology.1�13

Lanthanoid-containing POMs are of special interest with respect
to key magnetic properties, luminescence, and Lewis acid
catalysis, and Gd POMs, in particular, are used for the develop-
ment of magnetic resonance imaging agents.14 We have thus
explored the reactivity of lanthanoid cations with different types
of lacunary POMs,15 and this synthetic strategy has proven rather
fruitful: First, lacunary POMs and large oxophilic lanthanoid
cations can be readily combined into high nuclear polyoxoanion
complexes with unprecedented structures, sizes, and new proper-
ties. Second, lanthanoid cations are particularly efficient linkers
because of their high coordination numbers and flexible coordi-
nation geometries. Therefore, this method is generally favorable
for constructing polymeric or unusually large POM assemblies.

This is illustrated by Pope et al.’s high-nuclear cerium-containing
polyoxotungstoarsenate(III) [Ce16As12(H2O)36W148O524]

76�,
which has long been the largest polyoxotungstate ever observed,16

followed by Kortz et al.’s synthesis of [Ce20Ge10W100O376

(OH)4(H2O)30]
56�.17 Recently, our group has amplified the

spectrum of lanthanoid linkers to middle and late members of
the series,18 as represented by the [Cs⊂Ln6As6W63O218(H2O)14
(OH)4]

25� type (Ln = Eu, Gd, Tb, Dy, Ho, Er) and the
[Gd8As12W124O432(H2O)22]

60� polyanion.15a,b Our efforts finally
resulted in the [Ln16As16W164O576(OH)8(H2O)42]

80� (Ln = Eu,
Gd, Tb,Dy,Ho) family with the largest number of tungsten centers
to date.15c Related studies are performed by the groups of M€uller,
Francesconi, Yamase, Krebs, Kortz, Gouzerh, S�echeresse, Hill, and
others.19 As shown in our present work, however, the inexhaustible
structural variety of lanthanoid-containingPOMstructures, ranging
from discrete building blocks to polymeric arrangements, can only
be tapped by a comparable flexibility of synthetic approaches.

Although the reactivity of the monovacant silicotungstate
[SiW11O39]

8� with trivalent lanthanoids leading to the formation
of 1D inorganic chains or 2D layers has been well investigated by
Peacock,20 Pope,21 Mialane,22 Kortz,23 and Niu24 and their
respective co-workers, no studies on the conversion of the
trilacunary Keggin polyoxoanion [SiW9O34]

10� intoWells�Daw-
son [Si2W18O66]

16� ions in the presence of lanthanoid cations
have been reported. Furthermore, only a few 3D inorganic
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ABSTRACT: Five novel lanthanoid-containing silicotungstates
with polymeric crystal structures [Ln2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]n

10n�

[Ln = GdIII (Gd-1 and Gd-2), TbIII, HoIII] and [Dy2(H2O)6.5
(C2H4O2)0.5Si2W18O66]n

10n� were obtained from the one-step
reaction of Na10[SiW9O34] 3 nH2O with Ln(NO3)3 3 nH2O in a
sodium acetate buffer. The compounds were characterized by
single-crystal X-ray diffraction and a wide range of analytical
methods, including FT-IR, UV/vis, and photoluminescence
spectroscopy as well as electrochemistry and thermogravimetric analysis. This new polyoxotungstate series is the first example of
lanthanoids embedded in the open Wells�Dawson silicotungstate anion [R-Si2W18O66]

16�. The lanthanoid-containing Wells�
Dawson-type polyoxoanions [Ln2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]

10� [Ln = GdIII (Gd-1 and Gd-2), TbIII, HoIII] and [Dy2(H2O)6.5
(C2H4O2)0.5Si2W18O66]

10� are linked by Ln3þ cations to form 3D architectures for Gd-1 or 2D frameworks for the isostructural
compounds Tb-2, Dy-2, Ho-2, and Gd-2. The structure-directing influence of the lanthanoid cation on the local structure of the
dimeric building blocks and on the crystal packingmotifs is investigated in detail. The photoluminescence properties ofTb-2 andDy-
2were investigated at room temperature, andHo-2 exhibits an interesting photochromic behavior. Themagnetic susceptibility ofGd-
1 and Gd-2 was studied in the temperature range between 2 and 300 K for its effective magnetic moment.
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architectures of lanthanoid-containing POMs are known up to
now. Two Keggin-type monolacunary polyoxotungstoborates
[Ln(H2O)(BW11O39H)]

10� (Ln = Ce, Nd) have been recently
discovered by An and co-workers.25 In the following, we report on
the reactivity of the [A-R-SiW9O34]

10� precursor in the presence
of different lanthanoid cations. We successfully obtained five
polymeric Ln-based POMs (Ln = Gd, Tb, Dy, Ho) from the
incorporation of lanthanoid cations into the openWells�Dawson
anion [R-Si2W18O66]

16�, which was first characterized by Herv�e
et al.26,27 The potassium salt of [Si2W18O66]

16�, furthermore,
serves as a precursor for the formation of the silicotungstate
polyanions R-[{[K(H2O)2(μ-H2O)-[Li(H2O)2]}2Si4W36O126-
(H2O)2]

16� and R-[{[K(H2O)][K(H2O)4]}2Si8W36O136]
22�

through a stepwise self-assembly process.28 The open Wells�
Dawson anion can intercalate two transition-metal cations (Mn,
Co, Ni, Cu) in addition to the Kþ ion present in the pocket,
resulting in different coordination modes28 (cf. Table S1 in the
Supporting Information for a survey of related compounds). Later,
Herv�e and co-workers accessed polyanions with dinuclear
{KV2O(H2O)2}

5þ and tetranuclear {Fe4(OH)6}
6þ moieties in-

cluded in the pocket between the two [R-Si2W18O66]
16� subunits

through reaction of the open Wells�Dawson anion with VV and
FeIII cations.29 In 2004, Kortz et al. synthesized a pentacopper-
substituted polyanion, with the copper oxo cluster {Cu5(OH)4
(H2O)}

6þ perfectly fitting into the cavity of the open Wells�
Dawson anion.30 The same group also discovered monosubsti-
tuted transition-metal derivatives of γ-[Si2W20O70]

12�.31

The title compounds are all constituted of the novel dimeric
polyoxoanion [Ln2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]

10� [Ln = GdIII (Gd-1
and Gd-2), TbIII, HoIII] and [Dy2(H2O)6.5(C2H4O2)0.5Si2W18

O66]
10�, respectively, which consist of two lanthanoid cations

within the open Wells�Dawson units. These polyoxoanion
moieties are further linked by Ln3þ cations into 3D or 2D
architectures. The influence of the cationic radii on the local
structure of the POM as well as on the 3D packing motifs of the
compounds is discussed. The photoluminescent properties of the
terbium- and dysprosium-containing polyanions were investi-
gated at room temperature. All compounds were electrochemi-
cally characterized in a sodium acetate buffer (pH 4.4) solution as
the supporting electrolyte.

’EXPERIMENTAL SECTION

Materials and Analytical Methods. The Na10[A-R-SiW9O34] 3
23H2O precursor was prepared according to literature protocols32 and
characterized with IR spectroscopy. All other chemicals were commer-
cially purchased and used without further purification. Elemental analyses
of all polyanions were performed by Mikroanalytisches Labor Pascher,
Remagen, Germany. Fourier transform infrared (FT-IR) spectra were
recorded on a Perkin-Elmer BXII spectrometer with KBr pellets. Ther-
mogravimetric analysis (TGA) measurements were performed on a
Netzsch STA 449 C between 30 and 800 �C with a heating rate of 5 K
min�1 in a nitrogen atmosphere. UV/vis spectra were recorded on a
Perkin-Elmer Lambda 650S spectrometer. Powder X-ray diffraction
(PXRD) data were recorded on a Philips X0Pert PRO diffractometer,
operated at 40 kV and 30 mA (Cu KR1 radiation). Photoluminescence
measurements were performed on a Perkin-Elmer LS 50B spectrometer.
Magnetic measurements were performed with a SQUID magnetometer
(QuantumDesign, MPMS-7) in the temperature range 2�300 K with an
applied magnetic field of 2 kOe. Here a small temperature-independent
contribution to the paramagnetic susceptibility, stemming from the
electronic susceptibility of the sample and from the sample holder

configuration, was subtracted from the data prior to further analysis
(�1.54� 10�3 emuOe�1 mol�1 forGd-1 and�5.38� 10�4 emuOe�1

mol�1 for Gd-2). Cyclic voltammetry (CV) measurements were per-
formed using a Metrohm Computrace model 757 VA voltammetric
analyzer. The system was operated using 757 VA Computrace software
(Metrohm). The three-electrode cell system consisted of a 2 mm glassy
carbonworking electrode (modified or unmodified), a saturated Ag/AgCl
reference electrode, and a platinum wire counter electrode.
Synthesis of Na2CsCaGd2[Gd2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]Cl 3 27H2O

(Gd-1). A total of 0.369 g (0.150 mmol) of Na10[SiW9O34] 3 23H2O
was dissolved in 25 mL of a sodium acetate buffer (pH 4.4) with stirring.
A total of 0.203 g (0.450 mmol) of Gd(NO3) 3 6H2O was slowly added
to the reaction mixture. The solution was stirred continuously at 80 �C
for 90 min, followed by cooling to room temperature and filtering. The
addition of a 1.0 M CsCl solution (0.5 mL) to the colorless filtrate and
slow evaporation at room temperature led to the formation of colorless
needlelike crystals after about 1 week. Yield: 21.0% (based onNa10[A-R-
SiW9O34] 3 23H2O). FT-IR (cm�1): 1001 (s), 938 (s), 871 (vs), 833 (s),
808 (s), 723 (s), 555 (w), 529 (w). Elem anal. Calcd (found): W, 55.92
(55.20); Gd, 10.63 (11.00); Cs, 2.25 (3.10); Na, 0.78 (0.63); H, 1.16
(1.13). The number of water molecules has been confirmed by TGA (cf.
Figure S5 in the Supporting Information).
Synthesis of Na2Cs3H2Tb[Tb2(H2O)7Si2W18O66] 3 17H2O

(Tb-2). The above synthetic procedure was modified by using 0.196 g
(0.450 mmol) of Tb(NO3)3 3 5H2O instead of Gd(NO3)3 3 6H2O.
Colorless block-shaped crystals were obtained after about 1 week. Yield:
13.8% (based on Na10[A-R-SiW9O34] 3 23H2O). FT-IR (cm�1): 1002
(s), 937 (s), 876 (vs), 818 (s), 718 (s), 547 (w), 524 (w). Elem anal.
Calcd (found): W, 57.28 (54.20); Tb, 8.25 (8.77); Cs, 6.90 (6.74); Na,
0.80 (1.00); H, 0.87 (0.99). The number of water molecules has been
confirmed by TGA (cf. Figure S5 in the Supporting Information).
Synthesis of Na4Cs3DyH[Dy2(H2O)6.5(C2H4O2)0.5Si2W18O66]

Cl 3 17H2O (Dy-2). The above synthetic procedure was applied using
0.197 g (0.450 mmol) of Dy(NO3)3 3 5H2O instead of Gd-
(NO3)3 3 6H2O. Colorless blocklike crystals were obtained after about
1 week. Yield: 15.2% (based on Na10[A-R-SiW9O34] 3 23H2O). FT-IR
(cm�1): 1002 (s), 940 (s), 882 (vs), 817 (s), 716 (s), 551 (w), 528 (w).
Elem anal. Calcd (found): W, 56.19 (53.30); Dy, 8.27 (8.11); Cs, 6.77
(7.05); Na, 1.56 (1.61); H, 0.85 (0.99); C, 0.20 (0.16). The number of
water molecules has been confirmed by TGA (cf. Figure S5 in the
Supporting Information).
Synthesis of Na4Cs3Ho[Ho2(H2O)7Si2W18O66] 318H2O (Ho-2).

The above synthetic procedure was performed with 0.200 g (0.450
mmol) of Ho(NO3)3 3 5H2O instead of Gd(NO3)3 3 6H2O. Light-pink
block-shaped crystals were obtained after about 1 week. Yield: 12.4%
(based on Na10[A-R-SiW9O34] 3 23H2O). FT-IR (cm�1): 1003 (s), 939
(s), 868 (vs), 833 (s), 809 (s), 714 (s), 555 (w), 529 (w). Elem. anal.
Calcd (found): W, 56.50 (54.00); Ho, 8.44 (8.68); Cs, 6.81 (6.68); Na,
1.57 (1.58); H, 0.86 (0.98). The number of water molecules has been
confirmed by TGA (cf. Figure S5 in the Supporting Information).
Synthesis of Na2.5Cs3.5GdH2[Gd2(H2O)7Si2W18O66](C2H3O2)

3 16H2O (Gd-2). The synthetic procedure was conducted as described
above for Gd-1 with one alteration: instead of 0.5 mL of a 1.0 M CsCl
solution, 1.2 mL was added to the colorless filtrate dropwise. Colorless
blocklike crystals were obtained after about 1 week. Yield: 15.6% (based
onNa10[A-R-SiW9O34] 3 23H2O). FT-IR (cm�1): 1002 (s), 934 (s), 886
(vs), 814 (s), 720 (s), 551(w), 529(w). Elem anal. Calcd (found): W,
56.17 (54.50); Gd, 8.00 (7.68); Cs, 7.30 (7.41); Na, 0.97 (1.09); C, 0.41
(0.40); H, 0.86 (0.70). The number of water molecules has been
confirmed by TGA (cf. Figure S5 in the Supporting Information).
X-ray Crystallography. Data collection of compoundsGd-1, Gd-

2, Tb-2, Dy-2, and Ho-2 was performed on an Oxford Xcalibur Ruby
CCD single-crystal diffractometer (Mo KR radiation, λ = 0.710 73 Å) at
183(2) K. Lorentz and polarization corrections were applied, and an
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absorption correction was performed using the program CrysAlis.33

Direct methods were used to locate the heavy-metal atoms (SHELXS-
97). The remaining atoms were located from successive Fourier maps
(SHELXL-97).34 Further details on the crystal structure data can be
obtained from ICSD/FIZ Karlsruhe via www.fiz-karlsruhe.de/icsd.html
[fax (þ49) 7247-808-666; e-mail crysdata@fiz-karlsruhe.de], on quot-
ing the depository numbers CSD 422265�422268 for Gd-1, Tb-2,
Dy-2, and Ho-2, respectively, and 422404 for Gd-2. All heavy atoms
were refined anisotropically except for some disordered alkali-metal
counterions and free water molecules. The incorporation of one calcium
cation intoGd-1 was deduced from the crystallographic environment of
this specific position. Because the calcium content determined from
experimental analyses is considerably lower, the selected single crystal
probably deviates in this minor detail from the bulk material that is
otherwise in good agreement with elemental analysis results for themain
constituting elements. As a consequence, the experimental PXRD of
Gd-1 (Figure S10 in the Supporting Information) does not display a very
convincing match with the theoretical pattern calculated from the X-ray
crystallographic data. It is also noteworthy that the PXRD of Gd-1
displays the lowest crystallinity among the series (cf. Figures S10�S14 in
the Supporting Information), which is in line with the hypothesis that
Ca2þ selectively promotes single crystal growth. Gd-2 contains an
obvious site-occupancy disorder of Cs3, which has been refined on
two positions with site occupancies of 0.6 and 0.4. The Tb1 atom inTb-
2 exhibits disorder over two positions that were refined with site
occupancies of 0.8 and 0.2, respectively, and the Na1 split positions in
Tb-2 were described with site occupancies of 0.7 and 0.3. The half-
occupied Cs4 atom in Tb-2 exhibits disorder over two positions that
were refined with site occupancies of 0.3 and 0.2. Dy-2 also exhibits
disorder, namely, of Na2, on two positions with relative occupancies of
0.6 and 0.4, and the Cl1 atom is disordered into two positions with an
occupancy of 0.5. In all of the structures, there is a discrepancy between
the formulas determined by elemental analysis and those deduced from
the crystallographic atom list. This is due to considerable disorder
among the cations and the water molecules, which is a common

phenomenon encountered in POM chemistry. Hydrogen atoms were
not included in the refinements. The crystallographic data of all
polyanions are summarized in Table 1.

’RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Synthetic Strategy.We reacted the silicotungstate precursor
Na10[A-R-SiW9O34] 3 23H2O ({R-SiW9}) with lanthanide ca-
tions (Ln = GdIII, HoIII, TbIII, DyIII) under optimized reaction
conditions. Five polymeric polyanions with two framework-
based structures were successfully isolated in a 1.0 M sodium
acetate buffer (pH 4.4) at 80 �C by combining {R-SiW9} and
Ln3þ cations in a molar ratio of 1:3 for 90 min. The solution was
cooled to room temperature, subsequently filtered off, and set for
crystallization.
Slow evaporation at room temperature yielded crystals suita-

ble for single-crystal X-ray diffraction, followed by FT-IR and
UV/vis spectroscopy, CV and photoluminescence measure-
ments, TGA, and elemental analysis. The polymeric polyanions
were isolated as mixed sodium/cesium salts: Na2CsCaGd2[Gd2-
(H2O)7Si2W18O66]Cl 3 27H2O (Gd-1), Na2.5Cs3.5GdH2[Gd2-
(H2O)7Si2W18O66](C2H3O2) 3 16H2O (Gd-2), Na2Cs3H2Tb
[Tb2(H2O)7Si2W18O66] 3 17H2O (Tb-2), Na4Cs3DyH[Dy2-
(H2O)6.5(C2H4O2)0.5Si2W18O66]Cl 3 17H2O (Dy-2), and Na4
Cs3Ho[Ho2(H2O)7Si2W18O66] 3 18H2O (Ho-2).
Both Gd-1 with a 3D inorganic framework and Gd-2�Ho-2

with 2D layer networks are constituted of dimeric building blocks
consisting of two [A-R-SiW9O34]

10� fragments, which are con-
nected through W�O�W bonds via two axial oxygen atoms of
each individual anion. TheW�O�Wbonds are bent toward the
interior of the polyanion, thereby forming the pocket of the open
Wells�Dawson ion [R-Si2W18O66]

16�. The multilacunary poly-
anions of compounds Gd-1 to Ho-2 have incorporated two
lanthanoid cations within their structural cavities to form the

Table 1. Crystallographic Data for Compounds Gd-1, Gd-2, Tb-2, Dy-2, and Ho-2

Gd-1 Gd-2 Tb-2 Dy-2 Ho-2

empirical formula CsCaH68Na2Gd4
O100Si2W18Cl

C2Cs3.5H51Gd3Na2.5
O91Si2W18

Cs3H50Na2Tb3
O90Si2W18

CCs3H50Dy3Na4
O90.5Si2W18C1

Cs3H50Ho3Na4
O91Si2W18

fw (g mol�1) 5917.18 5890.84 5777.10 5888.93 5857.12

T (K) 183(2) 183(2) 183(2) 183(2) 183(2)

λ (Å) 0.710 73 0.710 73 0.710 73 0.710 73 0.710 73

cryst syst, space group monoclinic, C2/c triclinic, P1 triclinic, P1 triclinic, P1 triclinic, P1

a (Å) 26.1719(4) 12.8242(1) 12.9462(2) 12.8335(3) 12.9422(12)

b (Å) 20.7408(4) 15.7895(2) 15.7702(2) 15.7343(3) 15.6464(8)

c (Å) 39.3620(8) 23.2486(3) 23.1831(3) 23.1443(4) 23.0735(12)

R (deg) 90.00 99.591(1) 99.135(1) 99.304(2) 99.062(4)

β (deg) 94.021(2) 97.904(1) 98.002(2) 98.206(2) 98.117(6)

γ (deg) 90.00 91.547(1) 93.398(1) 92.871(2) 93.777(6)

V (Å3) 21314.1(7) 4591.65(9) 4611.6(1) 4551.9(1) 4549.2(5)

Z 8 2 2 2 2

abs coeff (mm�1) 22.476 26.064 25.939 26.248 26.318

dcalcd (Mg m�3) 3.719 4.307 4.263 4.293 4.226

F(000) 20756 5141 5116 5085 4992

cryst size (mm) 0.38 � 0.06 � 0.04 0.15 � 0.08 � 0.05 0.23 � 0.22 � 0.13 0.23 � 0.18 � 0.06 0.11 � 0.09 � 0.08

GOF on F2 0.885 0.996 1.065 0.921 0.916

R1 [I > 2σ(I)]a 0.0490 0.0384 0.0414 0.0401 0.0515

wR2 [I > 2σ(I)]a 0.0914 0.0906 0.0986 0.0837 0.1075
aR1 = ∑(Fo � Fc)/∑Fo and wR2 = {∑w(Fo

2 � Fc
2)2/∑w(Fo

2)2}1/2.
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dimeric building blocks [Ln2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]
10� (Ln = Gd,

Ho, Tb) and [Dy2(H2O)6.5(C2H4O2)0.5Si2W18O66]
10�. These

moieties are, furthermore, linked to external lanthanoid atoms via
terminal oxygen atoms of the neighboring polyanion (WdO),
thereby forming two different framework types (Gd-1 and Gd-
2�Ho-2, respectively; cf. Figure 1).
It is noteworthy that previous syntheses of the parent anion

were based on potassium salts, which suggests an essential role of
Kþ in maintaining the open Wells�Dawson structure with its
special coordination sites for different cations.26,27,29 In the case
of the newly formed [Ln2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]

10� [Ln = GdIII

(Gd-1 and Gd-2), TbIII, HoIII] and [Dy2(H2O)6.5(C2H4O2)0.5
Si2W18O66]

10� polyanions, the lanthanoids occupy the peripheral
Kþ position in the [R-Si2W18O66]

16� host anion, which was
described by Herv�e et al.26,27 However, we employed a different
synthetic strategy toward the lanthanide-containing polyanions
starting from the sodium salt of the trivacant Keggin polyoxoanion
[A-R-SiW9O34]

10� ({R-SiW9}) precursor in a 1.0 M NaOAc
buffer throughout in order to suppress the hydrolysis of the
lanthanide cations and to adjust the pH of the reaction system.
It is well-known that self-assembly processes of lanthanide-sub-
stituted POMs are highly affected by reaction parameters such as
the pH values, counterions, stoichiometry, temperature, etc.20

Furthermore, the {R-SiW9} polyoxoanion is easily transformed
intoKeggin- orDawson-type polyanions and oligomeric structures
in an acidic aqueous solution. A literature survey of POM types
emerging from the {R-SiW9} precursor can be found in Table S1
in the Supporting Information.
The results suggest in their entirety that the {R-SiW9}moiety

preferably forms Dawson-type polyanions by dimerization or
gives rise to oligomeric structures connected through tungsten
atoms or alkali-metal cations at lower pH values (2.4 < pH <
5.9),26�31 whereas it is prone to reassembly or isomerization into
Keggin-type polyanions at higher pH values (5.0 < pH <
6.3).35�37 In the present {R-SiW9}/Ln

III systems, the transfor-
mation from [R-SiW9O34]

10� to [R-Si2W18O66]
16� preferably

results in the formation of Gd-1 and Gd-2�Ho-2 under the
given reaction conditions (pH 4.4 and 80 �C). Moreover, the
crystal structure of the products is obviously affected by the {R-
SiW9}/Ln

III ratio: the polymeric compounds (Gd-1 to Gd-2)

could not be obtained upon its change from 1:3 to 1:2 or 1:1. The
countercation is another important synthetic parameter factor:
when Csþ was replaced with NH4

þ, Naþ, Kþ, or Rbþ, crystals of
sufficient quality for single-crystal X-ray diffraction were
difficult to obtain. This may be due to electrostatically superior
linker qualities of the larger Csþ in connection with the [Ln2
(H2O)7Si2W18O66]

10� [Ln = GdIII (Gd-1 and Gd-2), TbIII,
HoIII] and [Dy2(H2O)6.5(C2H4O2)0.5Si2W18O66]

10� polyoxoa-
nions. Most interestingly, Gd-1 with a 3D inorganic framework
structure was obtained from self-assembly reactions in a 1.0 M
NaOAc buffer solution by adding a small amount of Csþ

countercations (0.5 mL of a 1.0 M CsCl solution) to the POM
precursor. Continued Csþ addition (1.2 mL) led to transforma-
tion of the 3D POM framework compound Gd-1 into the 2D
structure of Gd-2 in solution. In addition, a mixture of Gd-1 and
Gd-2 in solution could be deliberately produced by adjusting the
Csþ concentration, which points to an equilibrium between both
compounds. Interestingly, this phenomenon was not observed
forTb-2,Dy-2, orHo-2, so that the solution equilibria of the new
compounds are currently under more detailed investigation.
Whereas neither alkali-metal cations nor lanthanoid ions bind
to the central pocket site of [Si2W18O66]

16�, Kþ on this position
is obviously essential to maintaining the Wells�Dawson struc-
ture of [{K(H2O)3}2{K(H2O)2}(Si2W18O66)]

13�.26,27 It goes
without saying that the templating role of the cations during
POM formation processes cannot be underestimated, as we have,
for example, observed for Csþ as a stabilizator of the
[Cs⊂Ln6As6W63O218(H2O)14(OH)4]

25� (Ln = Eu, Gd, Tb,
Dy, Ho, Er) series.16a Although Herv�e et al. pointed out that
dimerization of [NaSi2W18O66]

15� cannot be ruled out, their
attempt to study the influence of Naþ on the reactivity of [A-R-
SiW9O34]

10� led to the formation of monolacunary [A-R-
SiW11O39]

8�, which indicates that the affinity of Kþ for the
central position is caused by the size and solubility differences
compared to Naþ.
Crystal Structures. Although compounds Gd-1, Tb-2, Dy-2,

Ho-2, and Gd-2 have the same dimeric building block in
common, the polymeric structure of Gd-1 differs from the Gd-
2�Ho-2 series, as can be seen from the crystallographic data
(cf. Table 1). Generally, two lanthanoid cations formally replace

Figure 1. Transformation of the [A-R-SiW9O34]
10� precursor into dimeric [Ln2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]

10� [Ln =GdIII (Gd-1 andGd-2), TbIII, HoIII] and
[Dy2(H2O)6.5(C2H4O2)0.5Si2W18O66]

10� polyanions in a HOAc/NaOAc buffer (W, black polyhedra; Si, purple polyhedra; Ln, blue; O, red; C, gray).
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the potassium cations on the exterior pocket sites of the open
Wells�Dawson parent type26 [{K(H2O)3}2{K(H2O)2}(Si2W18

O66)]
13�. The remaining lanthanoid cations are external linkers,

thus leading to the formation of 3D networks (Gd-1) or 2D poly-
meric sheetlike materials (Gd-2, Tb-2, Dy-2, and Ho-2).
The solid-state structure of Gd-1 (Figures 2 and 3) consists of

the association of oneWells�Dawson anion A-R-[Si2W18O66]
16�

with fourGd3þ cations: theGd1 andGd2 cations are located in the
peripheral pocket of the R-[Si2W18O66]

16� anion, whereas the
Gd3 andGd4 cations occupying theR-[Si2W18O66]

16�moiety are
bound to the terminal oxygen atoms of the tungsten caps
contributed by the monomeric [A-R-SiW9O34]

10� precursor.
TheGd�Gddistance is 6.338(2) Å in the dimericWells�Dawson
anion [Gd2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]

10� of Gd-1. The Gd1 cation is
bound to four terminal oxygen atoms (O20, O21, O26, and O27)
from pairs of edge-sharing WO6 octahedra of the R-[Si2
W18O66]

16� framework [Gd1�O distance range: 2.372(9)�
2.538(9) Å], to four terminal water ligands (O50, O51, O52,
and O53) [Gd1�O distances: 2.438(11)�2.475(11) Å], and to a
terminal oxygen atom (O15T0, symmetry code 1� x, y, 0.5� z)
from another neighboring [Gd2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]

10� moiety
[Gd1�O15T0: 2.494(10) Å]. The Gd2 cation is also bound to
four terminal oxygen atoms (O22, O23,O28, andO29) from pairs
of edge-sharing WO6 octahedra [Gd2�O distances: 2.338-
(9)�2.418(10) Å] and to three water molecules [O54, O55,
and O56 with Gd2�O ranging from 2.405(13) to 2.456(10) Å].
Gd2 is, furthermore, connected to a terminal oxygen atom (O6T0;
symmetry code 1 � x, �y, �z) from a neighboring polyanion
[Gd2�O6T0: 2.407(9) Å] via symmetry-related Gd�O�W
bonds (Gd2�O6T0�W60 and Gd20�O6T�W6), with an inver-
sion center displaying a head-on coordinationmotif including four
metal atoms in the dimeric entity [Gd2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]

10�

(Figure 2a).

In contrast, the Gd1 cation of the dimer is coordinated to the
terminal oxygen atom of W15, thus connecting six metal centers
into a hexameric arrangement with inversion symmetry. Of the
two Gd3 and Gd4 cations coordinated to the terminal oxygen
atoms of the dimeric polyanion [Gd2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]

10�,
Gd3 is coordinated to W4, W10 (1 � x, y, 0.5 � z), and W18
(0.5 þ x, 0.5 þ y, z) and vice versa via μ-oxo bonds [Gd3�O:
2.366(10)�2.422(9) Å]. Gd4 is coordinated to W1 (0.5 � x,
0.5� y,�z) andW12 of the openWells�Dawson anion viaμ-oxo
bonds [Gd4�O1T0, 2.319(11) Å; Gd4�O12T, 2.316(10) Å],
again in a symmetry-related fashion with an inversion center. The
Gd3 coordination sphere is completed by six water molecules,
whereas the Gd4 environment is occupied by seven water
molecules. While Gd1, Gd2, and Gd4 are coordinated to two
polyanions, Gd3 displays the highest degree of connectivity, being
attached to three clusters. Therefore, each dimeric cluster
[Gd2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]

10� is further linked into a 3D polymeric
material via four gadolinium cations (cf. Figure 3). It is note-
worthy that this connection mode results in the formation of 1D
channels with incorporated crystal water molecules and alkali-
metal cations. The cross section of the channels is about 12.7 �
7.1 Å2.
From the topological point of view,�Gd1� and�Gd2� can

be assigned as the bridging connectors between two [Gd2
(H2O)7Si2W18O66]

10� clusters. Consequently, [Gd2(H2O)7Si2
W18O66]

10� clusters, Gd3 and Gd4, can be considered as the
nodes. In this stylized manner, [Gd2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]

10�

moieties are 7-connecting nodes, Gd3 atoms are 3-connecting
nodes, and Gd4 atoms are 2-connecting nodes. Therefore, the

Figure 2. (a) Connectivity of the {Gd2[Gd2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]}
4�

anion in Gd-1 (W, blue; Gd, green; Si, yellow; O, red). Individual Gd
geometries of Gd-1: (b) tricapped trigonal-prismatic coordination of
Gd1; (c) dodecahedral geometry of Gd2; (d) monocapped square-
antiprismatic environment of Gd3.

Figure 3. Packing motif of theGd-1 type. The cations and crystal water
molecules are omitted for clarity (W, blue octahedra; O, red; Si, yellow;
Ln, green): (a) polyhedral view of the 3D open framework with 1D
channels in Gd-1; (b) projection along the y axis.



4949 dx.doi.org/10.1021/ic2001943 |Inorg. Chem. 2011, 50, 4944–4955

Inorganic Chemistry ARTICLE

3D framework can be described as a 3,7-connecting network with
the Schl€afli symbol [(3.62)(32.68.72.84.95; Figure 4]. To the best
of our knowledge, Gd-1 represents the first 3D inorganic
coordination polymer based on lanthanoid-substituted Well-
s�Dawson POMs, and the topology of this framework has never
been observed in POM chemistry before.
Gd-2, Tb-2, Dy-2, and Ho-2 all have the triclinic space group

P1 in common, and their molecular structures are composed of
one Wells�Dawson anion A-R-[Si2W18O66]

16� and three crys-
tallographically different lanthanoid cations (Ln = Tb, Dy, Ho,
Gd). Because the four compounds are isomorphous, the struc-
ture of Tb-2 is described in detail as a representative example. In
theTb-2 polyanions, the Tb1 and Tb2 cations occupy the pocket
positions of the [Si2W18O66]

16� host anion with a Tb�Tb
distance of 6.265(2) Å (Figure 5a). The Tb1A cation is bound
to four terminal oxygen atoms (O22, O23, O28, and O29) from
pairs of edge-sharing WO6 octahedra of the R-[Si2W18O66]

16�

framework [Tb1A�O distances: 2.317(11)�2.411(10) Å]
and to four terminal water ligands [O51, O52, O53, and
O73; Tb1A�O distances between 2.36(2) and 2.459(14) Å].

The Tb2 cation, on the other hand, is not only attached to four
terminal oxygen atoms (O20, O21, O26, and O27) from the
R-[Si2W18O66]

16� framework [Tb2�O distances: 2.292-
(10)�2.398(10) Å] and three terminal water ligands [O49,
O50, and O69; Tb2�O distances between 2.387(11) and
2.472(12) Å] but also bridged to another single polyanion, which
is connected to the adjacent cluster via symmetry-related
Tb�O�W bonds [Tb2�O6T0�W60 and Tb20�O6T�W6;
the symmetry code of O6T0, W60, and Tb20 is 1 � x, �y,
2 � z with a Tb2�O6T0 distance of 2.341(9) Å], thereby
forming a similar head-on species of four metal centers via an
inversion center, as has been observed in Gd-1 (Figure 5a).
The Tb3 cations are coordinated to three terminal oxygen

atoms, O4T, O18T0 (symmetry code x, 1 þ y, z), and O17T0
(symmetry code �x, �y, 1 � z), of the dimeric [Tb2(H2O)7
Si2W18O66]

10� polyanions [Tb3�O: 2.321(11)�2.371(10) Å]
and to five water molecules [O55�O59 with Tb3�O distances
ranging from 2.383(13) to 2.425(12) Å]. Tb3 is attached to three
clusters throughW4,W18 (x, 1þ y, z), andW17 (�x,�y, 1� z)
via μ-oxo bridges, thus connecting the 1D polyanion chains into a
2D sheetlike polymeric material with voids for alkali-metal
cations and crystal water molecules (Figure 6).
From the topological point of view, the [Tb2(H2O)7Si2

W18O66]
10� clusters represent 4-connecting nodes, the Tb2

atoms can be assigned as bridging connector ligands between
two clusters, and the Tb3 atoms are also representing 3-con-
necting nodes (Figure 7). Therefore, the Schl€afli symbol for this
3,4-connected binodal network is (42.6)(42.62.82). Moreover, it
should be noted that there are some slight structural differences

Figure 4. View of the topology ofGd-1 (red nodes, [Gd2(H2O)7Si2W18

O66]
10� clusters; green nodes, Gd3 atoms; blue nodes, Gd4 atoms).

Figure 5. (a) Ball-and-stick representation of the {Tb[Tb2(H2O)7
Si2W18O66]}

7� anion in Tb-2 (W, blue; Tb, green; Si, yellow; O, red).
(b) Dodecahedral coordination environment of Tb1A inTb-2. Only the
major position of the disordered Tb1 (Tb1A) is shown for clarity.

Figure 6. Packing motif of the Tb-2 type. The cations and crystal water
molecules are omitted for clarity (W, blue; O, red; Si, yellow; Ln, green):
(a) polyhedral view of 1D chains in the xz plane; (b) 2D sheet projection
along the x axis.
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among Tb-2, Dy-2, Ho-2, and Gd-2: whereas a half-occupied
acetate oxygen and a half-occupied water molecule are bound to
theDy1 ion inDy-2, the analogous bonding sites of the Ln1 ions in
Tb-2 and Ho-2 are occupied by one terminal water molecule
(Figure 1). Furthermore, the LnIII cations in Tb-2,Dy-2, andHo-
2 are eight-coordinate, with an almost undistorted dodecahedral
coordination environment (Figure 5). InGd-2, the Gd1 and Gd2
cations, located in the external pocket of the R-[Si2W18O66]

16�

anion, are eight-coordinate, with a nearly ideal dodecahedral
coordination and a distorted square-antiprismatic coordination,
respectively. Gd3 is nine-coordinate, adopting a distorted nine-
coordinated monocapped square antiprism, with three terminal
oxygen atoms from three neighboring [Gd2(H2O)7Si2
W18O66]

10� polyanions and four terminal water molecules. The
remaining two coordination sites are occupied by two oxygen
atoms of the bidentate acetate ligand (cf. Figure 8 and discussion
below). All polyanions are arranged as “inversion pairs” in analogy
to K16-R-[Si2W18O66].

22 However, the lanthanoid cations occupy
the exterior pockets of the open Wells�Dawson R-[Si2W18

O66]
16� anion, and they act as external linkers, thereby differing

from the role of Kþ in previous structures and leading to the
formation of novel polymeric motifs.
It is noteworthy that the trivalent lanthanoid ions usually

exhibit variable higher coordination numbers: eight (dode-
cahedral, square antiprismatic, or bicapped trigonal prismatic)
and nine (tricapped trigonal prismatic or monocapped square
antiprismatic).38 Coordination environments of comparable
extension have also been described for cerium-containing poly-
oxotungstates, such as those for {Ce16W148}with two, five, or no
aqua ligands per cerium atom17 and those for {Ce20W100} with
one or two aqua ligands.18 The same trend applies for our
recently reported gadolinium-containing polyoxotungstate
{Gd8W124}.

16b The lanthanoid ions in the present series (Gd-
1�Ho-2) exhibit four different coordination geometries with
three to seven terminal aqua ligands, respectively. Concerning
Gd-1, the coordination polyhedron of Gd1 can be described as a
nine-coordinated tricapped trigonal prism (D3h), with the cap-
ping oxygen atoms located in the center of three rectangular faces
(Figure 2b). The trigonal faces of the tricapped trigonal prism are

defined by O50�O26�O20 and O52�O51�O53, with O50
eclipsing O52, O26 eclipsing O51, and O20 eclipsing O53. Three
oxygen atoms (O21, O27, and O15T) as the three capping atoms
of the rectangular faces are approximately trigonal coplanar, with
an average angle between capping oxygen atoms and Gd1 of
119.9(2)�, in comparison to 120� for an ideal tricapped trigonal
prism. The dihedral angles between the plane defined by the
capping atoms and Gd1 and the two trigonal planes are 1.0(4)�
and 0.9(3)�, respectively, and the dihedral angle between the two
trigonal planes is 1.5(4)�, thereby rendering the overall geometry
close to an ideal tricapped trigonal prism.39 Bond angles between
Gd1 and two eclipsing oxygen atoms of opposite trigonal planes
are 90.8(4)� for O50�Gd1�O52, 90.7(4)� for O26�Gd1�O51,
and 92.6(4)� for O20�Gd1�O53. The coordination geometry
around Gd2 is best described as an eight-coordinated dodecahe-
dron (Figure 2c) with an idealized D2d symmetry based on the
visualization of two interpenetrating trapezoids that are orthogonal
to each other.40 In the case of Gd2, these trapezoids are defined as
the near-planar arrangements of O54�O56�O55�O6T and
O22�O23�O29�O28 with average deviations from their least-
squares planes of 0.7938 and 0.0212 Å, respectively. The dihedral
angle between the two trapezoids is found to be 89.4(2)�. The
coordination geometries of both Gd3 and Gd4 are quite close to
monocapped square antiprisms with idealized C4v symmetry. In
the case of Gd3, for example (Figure 2d), the two approximately
antiparallel squares are constituted of O61�O62�O60�O59 and
O58�O4T�O57�O10T with a dihedral angle of 2.9(3)�.41 The
capping atom (O18T) is located above the open square plane of
O61�O62�O60�O59. The according base diagonals are
3.693(2) and 4.113(2) Å for O4T�O10T and O57�O58,

Figure 7. Topological view of Tb-2 along the x axis (red nodes,
[Tb2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]

10� clusters; green nodes, Tb3 atoms).

Figure 8. (a) Ball-and-stick representation of theGd[Gd2(H2O)7Si2W18

O66]}
7� anion in Gd-2 (W, blue; Tb, green; Si, yellow; O, red; C, gray).

Individual Gd geometries of Gd-2: (b) dodecahedral coordination
environment of Gd1; (c) square-antiprismatic geometry of Gd2; (d)
monocapped square-antiprismatic environment of Gd3 in Gd-2.
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respectively. They are somewhat different owing to the longer
distances of 3.012(2) Å for O57�O10T and 2.712(2) Å for
O4T�O57, compared to the other two distances in the square,
2.640(2) and 2.703(2) Å for O4T�O58 and O58�O10T,
respectively.
Although both Gd1 and Gd2 in Gd-2 are eight-coordinate,

their local geometries can be differentiated into an almost ideal
dodecahedron (D2d) and a slightly distorted square antiprism
(D4d), respectively (Figure 8b,d). In the case of the Gd1 cation,
two body diagonals of the trapezoids are defined as
O74�O73�O72�O71 and O38�O37�O29�O30. The dihe-
dral angle between the trapezoids is 88.8(2)�. In the case of Gd2,
two groups of oxygen atoms, namely, (O33, O35, O41, andO69)
and (O34, O70, O36, and O68), constitute the two bottom
planes of a square antiprism, and the average deviations from
their least-squares planes are 0.1119 and 0.1096 Å, respectively.
The dihedral angle for the two bottom planes is 5.1(2)�. The
Gd3 cation is located in a distorted monocapped square anti-
prism (Figure 8c), with O78 from one acetate ligand in the
capping position. The two antiparallel squares are constituted of
O77�O6�O79�O84 and O76�O2�O75�O45, with average
deviations of 0.2410 and 0.1527 Å, respectively. The dihedral
angle between the two bottom squares is 6.2(3)�. For Tb-2,
Dy-2, and Ho-2, the coordination environment of all of the
lanthanoids can be described as an almost undistorted eight-
coordinated dodecahedron (D2d). Figure 5b displays a near-
perfect dodecahedral coordination geometry around the Tb1
cation as a representative example, with the dihedral angle
between the two trapezoids being 88.9(2)�. These results show
that larger lanthanoids prefer higher coordination numbers and
display more flexible coordination geometries compared to
smaller lanthanoids: the electrostatic stability of the crystal
structure decreases with the lanthanoid radius because of the
increasing ligand repulsion in the coordination sphere.42

Bond-valence-sum calculations43 revealed that the valencies of
all metal and oxygen atoms within the polyanions [Ln2(H2O)7
Si2W18O66]n

10n� [Ln =GdIII (Gd-1 andGd-2), TbIII, HoIII] and
[Dy2(H2O)6.5(C2H4O2)0.5Si2W18O66]n

10n� are in agreement
with their intracluster bonds so that none of the oxygen atoms
of the dimeric {R-Si2W18O66}moiety is protonated. Seven or 6.5
terminal aqua ligands, respectively, are coordinated to two of the
lanthanoid ions located in the external pocket of the open
Wells�Dawson anion {R-Si2W18O66}. This sums up to a net
charge of 10� for the above-mentioned polyanions, which is
compensated for by their countercations in the solid state.
However, to balance the charge, we added two protons in
Tb-2, one proton inDy-2, and two protons inGd-2, respectively,
as the products were isolated from an acidic aqueous solution
(pH 4.4). These protons cannot be located crystallographically
and are assumed to be delocalized over the entire structure,
which is a commonly observed phenomenon in the chemistry of
POMs.44 Moreover, the average Ln�O distances in all of the
compounds tentatively indicate the presence of a lanthanoid
contraction effect with 2.42(2) Å for Gd-1, 2.41(1) Å for Gd-2,
2.39(3) Å for Tb-2, 2.36(2) Å forDy-2, and 2.34(2) Å forHo-2.
FT-IR Spectroscopy. The FT-IR spectra of all compounds

(Gd-1 and Gd-2, Tb-2, Dy-2, and Ho-2) display related char-
acteristic νas(Si�Oa), terminal νas(W�Ot), corner-sharing νas-
(W�Ob), and edge-sharing νas(W�Oc) asymmetrical vibration
peaks due to the presence of the common open Wells�Dawson
anion A-R-[Si2W18O66]

16� (cf. Figure S1 in the Supporting
Information).1 In the IR spectrum of Gd-1, the peak at

1001 cm�1 can be attributed to νas(Si�Oa) and the characteristic
bands at 938, 871, 833, 808, and 723 cm�1 are assigned to
νas(W�Ot), νas(W�Ob), and νas(W�Oc). The characteristic
features in the IR spectrum of Gd-2 at 1002, 934, 886, 814, and
720 cm�1 arise from νas(Si�Oa), νas(WdOd), νas(W�Ob), and
νas(W�Oc), respectively. The peaks in the IR spectrum of Tb-2
at 1002, 937, 876, 818, and 718 cm�1 can be assigned to
νas(Si�Oa), νas(WdOd), νas(W�Ob), and νas(W�Oc). In the
IR spectrum of Dy-2, the peaks at 1002, 940, 882, 817, and
716 cm�1 are attributed as follows: νas(Si�Oa), νas(WdOd),
νas(W�Ob), and νas(W�Oc). Likewise, the characteristic vibra-
tions in the IR spectrum ofHo-2 at 1003, 939, 868, 833, 809, and
714 cm�1 arise from νas(Si�Oa), νas(WdOd), νas(W�Ob), and
νas(W�Oc). Moreover, the gradual blue shift of the νas(W�Oc)
vibration points to the influence of the lanthanoid contraction on
the FT-IR spectra.
UV/Vis Spectroscopy. UV/vis spectra of Gd-1 and Gd-2,

Tb-2, Dy-2, and Ho-2 were recorded in an aqueous solution in
the 600�190 nm range (cf. Figure S2 in the Supporting
Information). The UV spectra of Gd-1 and Tb-2 have two
characteristic absorption bands at 202�205 and 250 nm in
common. The absorption band at higher energies can be ascribed
to the pπ�dπ charge-transfer transitions of the Ot f W bonds,
whereas the latter low-energy absorption band is due to the
pπ�dπ charge-transfer transitions of the Ob(c) f W bonds.
However, the UV spectra of Gd-2, Dy-2, and Ho-2 display only
the higher-energy absorption band centered at 194�200 nm that
can be assigned to the pπ�dπ charge-transfer transitions of the
Ot f W bonds.45a The blue shift of the absorption bands at
higher energies might reflect the influence of the different
lanthanide cations on the local geometry of the dimeric
[Ln2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]

10� (Ln = Gd, Ho, Tb) and [Dy2
(H2O)6.5(C2H4O2)0.5Si2W18O66]

10� polyanions. Similar phe-
nomena had already been reported in previous related studies on
the reaction of lanthanide cations with monovacant Keggin
polyoxotungstates.45 However, we did not observe the absorp-
tion bands of the trivalent lanthanides in an aqueous solution,
which may be due to concealment by the strong (O f W)
charge-transfer bands. Therefore, we also recorded the solid-state
absorption spectra of all samples in the 400�850 nm range. For
Tb-2, two weak absorption bands around 466 and 498 nm
correspond to the 7F6 f

5D3 and
7F6 f

5D4 transitions of the
Tb3þ ion (cf. Figure S3 in the Supporting Information). Three
weak absorption bands appear in the visible range for Dy-2
at 428, 453, and 475 nm, and they are assigned to the 6H15/2 f
4F9/2,

6H15/2f
4I15/2,

6H15/2f
4G11/2 transitions of Dy

3þ. Two
stronger bands at 757 and 806 nm in the near-IR region indicate
the 6H15/2 f

6F3/2 and
6H15/2 f

6F5/2 transitions of the Dy
3þ

ion, respectively (cf. Figure S4 in the Supporting Information).46

For Ho-2, seven absorption bands around 418, 451, 468, 474,
486, 537, and 642 nm can be assigned to the 5I8 f

5G5,
5I8 f

(5F1,
5G6),

5I8f
3K8,

5I8f
5F2,

5I8f
5F3,

5I8f (5F4,
5S2), and

5I8f
5F5 transitions of the Ho

3þ ion (Figure 9), but only the 5I8
f (5F1,

5G6) and
5I8f (5F4,

5S2) transitions notably contribute
to the color of this compound.47 Interestingly, there is a rapid
color change between light yellow and pink when the Ho-2
sample is illuminated with incandescent light or daylight because
of the light-source-dependent color of the Ho3þ centers.46 This
is a promising feature for the preparation of photochromic
inorganic materials.47

PXRD Characterization. The phase purity of representative
Gd-1 and Gd-2, Tb-2, Dy-2, and Ho-2 samples was checked by
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bulk PXRD measurements (Figures S10�S14 in the Supporting
Information). The PXRD patterns for theGd-2�Ho-2 series are
quite similar, indicating the isostructural character of the four
compounds. The experimental diffraction patterns are in line
with the calculated data, thus confirming the results of single-
crystal X-ray structure determination.
Photoluminescence Spectroscopy. In order to investigate

the photoluminescence behavior of Gd-1 and Gd-2, Tb-2, Dy-2,
and Ho-2, their spectra were recorded at room temperature
upon photoexcitation. OnlyTb-2 andDy-2 exhibit millisecond-
order luminescence lifetimes that could be measured under the
given conditions (Figure 10). The terbium compound Tb-2
exhibited green photoluminescence under excitation at 255 nm.
The emission spectrum displays four characteristic emission
peaks of Tb3þ at 487, 532, 579, and 624 nm, which can be
assigned to transition of the 5D4 excited state to the corre-
sponding ground state 7FJ (J = 6, 5, 4, 3) of the Tb

3þ ion.48 The
5D4 f 7F6 transition is a magnetic-dipole transition, and its
intensity varies with the strength of the ligand field experienced
by the Tb3þ ion. The emission to magnetic-dipole transition
(5D4 f 7F6) in Tb-2 does not show splitting, which is in
agreement with the results of the crystal structure determina-
tion that indicate closely related coordination environments for
the terbium ions. The strongest emission band 5D4 f

7F5 is an
electric-dipole transition that is exceptionally sensitive to
changes in the chemical bonds in the vicinity of the Tb3þ ion.
The intensity of the 5D4 f 7F5 transition increases with a
decrease in the site symmetry of the Tb3þ ion. Therefore, the
intensity ratio of the I(5D4f

7F5) to I(
5D4f

7F6) transitions is
frequently used to quantify the coordination state and site
symmetry of the rare-earth ions.48 In the present case, the
intensity ratio I(5D4f

7F5) to I(5D4f
7F6) is about 3.1, which

further confirms the closely related low-symmetry coordination
environments of the three Tb3þ ions. The dysprosium-contain-
ing POM Dy-2 displays two characteristic 4F9/2 f

6H15/2 and
4F9/2 f

6H13/2 transitions upon excitation at 350 nm, leading
to blue (around 479 nm) and yellow (around 574 nm) emis-
sion, respectively.49 The 4F9/2 f

6H13/2 transition is assigned
to a hypersensitive transition with ΔJ = 2, which is strongly
influenced by the chemical environment of Dy3þ. Generally,
the low intensity of the luminescence of the Dy3þ ion in
complexes can be explained in terms of effective radiationless

deactivation in the excited state due to the small energy gap
between the excited level 4F9/2 and the sublevels of the ground-
state terms 6H3/2,

6H5/2, and
6H5/2.
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Magnetic Properties. The magnetic susceptibility of Gd-1
and Gd-2 was investigated with respect to the magnetic Gd3þ

centers. Plots of the molar magnetic susceptibility χm per
gadolinium ion and 1/χm vs T in the range between 2 and 300
K for an applied magnetic field of 2000 Oe are shown in
Figure 11. Both Gd-1 and Gd-2 display characteristic paramag-
netic behavior over the entire temperature range, and the
experimental data fit well to a Curie law (χ = C/T) with the
respective Curie constants of CGd-1 = 8.00 emu K Oe�1 mol�1

and CGd-2 = 8.20 K Oe�1 mol�1. Likewise, the 1/χm vs T curves
are almost perfectly linear. The effective magnetic moments μeff
per gadolinium ion [μeff

2 = 3Ck/μB
2N (k = Boltzmann's con-

stant, μB = Bohr magneton, and N = Avogadro’s number)] were
derived from the Curie constant. The obtained values of 8.03 μB
forGd-1 and 8.13 μB forGd-2 are close to the expected spin-only
value (μeff = 7.94 μB) for the free Gd

3þ ion. Furthermore, the
refined spin values S forGd-1 andGd-2 were determined as 3.54
and 3.58, respectively, which agrees well with the spin of
noninteracting gadolinium centers (S = 7/2). These results also
indicate that a spin�spin coupling through O�W�O bridges is
negligible because of large Gd�Gd distances in both Gd-1 and

Figure 9. Solid-state UV/vis spectra of Ho-2 measured in the
300�700 nm range. Inset: color change of Ho-2 upon irradiation from
different light sources.

Figure 10. Photoluminescence spectra of Tb-2 (a) and Dy-2 (b) at
room temperature (excitation wavelengths at 255 and 350 nm).
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Gd-2. We observed related phenomena in our previous studies
on other gadolinium-containing POMs.16

Electrochemistry. In order to electrochemically characterize
compoundsGd-1 andGd-2�Ho-2, we carried out CV measure-
ments in a sodium acetate buffer (pH 4.4) solution as the
supporting electrolyte (Figure 12). The results indicate that all
compounds show almost identical CV behavior, which is prob-
ably because of the common presence of the Wells�Dawson
anion A-R-[Si2W18O66]

16� in their structures. For example, the
reduction waves ofGd-1 occur at�0.657 V (Epc1) and�0.901 V
(Epc2), respectively, in two separate steps. These waves can be
assigned to the reduction of tungsten centers. During the
reoxidation process, one oxidation peak Epa1 located at �0.562
V is associated with first reduction wave Epc1. The peak potential
difference between Epa1 and Epc1 is 95 mV for this redox couple
(I�I0), corresponding to a reversible one-electron-redox
process.51 However, the reoxidation wave associated with the
second reduction process is more complex through the splitting
of the reoxidation pattern of tungsten waves into two waves
located at�0.806 V (Epa2) and�0.682 V (Epa3). Related obser-
vations have been encountered in the electrochemical behavior
of dilacunary [γ-SiW10O36]

8� and the transition-metal-substi-
tuted decatungstosilicate [M(H2O)2(γ-Si2W20O70)]

10� (M =
Mn2þ, Co2þ, Ni2þ).31,32 These results might indicate that a

strong irreversible electron-transfer process takes place in the
second redox step. Furthermore, no redox activity of lanthanide
cations was detected over the potential range from�1.0 toþ1.0
V, which is in line with studies on the redox processes of
lanthanide-substituted Dawson-type arsenotungstates (R2-[Ln-
(As2W17O61)2]

17� and {[(R2-As2W17O61)Ln(H2O)2]2}
14�).52

The CV curves of Gd-1 at different scan rates were also
investigated. When the scan rate was changed from 100 to
300 mV s�1, the peak potentials varied gradually: the cathodic
peak potentials were shifted toward negative values, whereas the
corresponding anodic peak potentials were shifted to the oppo-
site direction with an increase of the scan rate. In addition, the
peak currents are proportional to the scan rate (ν), which
indicates that the redox process is surface-controlled with a fast
exchange rate of electrons. Because the cyclic voltammograms of
Tb-2, Dy-2, Ho-2, and Gd-2 exhibit almost identical CV curves
in comparison with Gd-1 (Figures S6�S9 in the Supporting
Information), they are not individually discussed.
TGA.TGAmeasurements onGd-1 andGd-2,Tb-2,Dy-2, and

Ho-2 were performed under a nitrogen flow in the temperature
range from 30 to 800 �C. The TGA curves of all of the
compounds (shown in Figure S5 in the Supporting Information)
exhibit one weight loss step in the temperature range of
30�300 �C, respectively. The observed weight loss for Gd-1 is
10.3% (calcd 10.2%), corresponding to the release of crystal
water molecules and adsorbed water molecules. The correspond-
ing values are 5.2% (calcd 5.3%) for Tb-2 and 6.7% (calcd 7.6%)
for Ho-2. For Dy-2, one weight loss step of 7.6% corresponds
to the loss of water molecules and 0.5 formula units of the
acetate ligand (calcd 7.9%). For Gd-2, one weight loss stage of
7.8% (calcd 7.9%) can be assigned to the loss of water molecules
and one acetate ligand. The related shapes of the TGA curves,
furthermore, underscore the structural similarities of the
compounds.

’CONCLUSIONS

A series of five lanthanoid-containing silicotungstates of the
novel [Ln2(H2O)7Si2W18O66]

10� (Ln = Gd, Ho, Tb) and [Dy2
(H2O)6.5(C2H4O2)0.5Si2W18O66]n

10n� types were obtained

Figure 11. Temperature dependence of the magnetic susceptibility χm
and χm

�1 (inset) from 2 to 300 K for (a) Gd-1 and (b) Gd-2.

Figure 12. Cyclic voltammograms of 0.2 mM Gd-1 in a pH 4.4 (1.0 M
CH3COONa/CH3COOH) buffer at different scan rates (from inner to
outer plots: 100, 120, 140, 160, 180, 200, 220, 240, 260, and 300 mV
s�1). Inset: plots of the anodic and cathodic peak currents of I�I0 against
the scan rates.
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from the one-step reaction of the [A-R-SiW9O34]
10� precursor

with LnIII cations in buffer solutions. All compounds were
structurally characterized, and their packing motifs depend on
the size of the lanthanoid cation. Whereas the Gd-1 representa-
tive of the new compound family crystallizes in a 3D network
structure, Gd-2 and the remaining compounds consist of 2D
polyoxotungstate sheets. This is in line with the special role of
Gd3þ in our previous studies on large polyoxotungstates, because
the novel {Gd8W124} type is exclusively formed with this
member of the lanthanoid series.16b The individual coordination
environments of the lanthanoid cations also differ between the
two new 3D and 2D compound types. Both structural motifs
display accessible voids that are occupied by alkali-metal cations
and crystal water molecules. The influence of the lanthanoid
contraction is also evident from the FT-IR spectra, and the newly
discovered family of open Wells�Dawson host anions with
lanthanoid guests was characterized with a wide range of
analytical methods. Their electrochemical properties were stu-
died by CV in a sodium acetate buffer (pH 4.4) as the supporting
electrolyte. The Tb-2 and Dy-2 compounds exhibit room
temperature photoluminescence upon excitation, and the Ho-2
compound displays photochromic behavior. The magnetic be-
havior of Gd-1 and Gd-2 between 2 and 300 K was found to be
paramagnetic and in agreement with the spin of noninteracting
gadolinium centers. In conclusion, our work provides new
incentives to explore controllable assemblies and structural
transformations of Ln-POM-based coordination polymers with
distinct structural features and properties.
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